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and the first years of the sixteenth century were
characterised by the great attention paid to royal
marriages. The two fortunate alliances, which after-
wards resulted in the world-empire of Charles V.,
had made a great impression on the minds of men,
who saw that by them Spain and the Empire, as well
as the hereditary dominions of the Hapsburgs, would
in all probability pass to one man, and that by the
mere accident of birth, the son of Philip and Joanna
would become the ruler of half Europe. And so
Henry VII. endeavoured during the latter part of
his reign to form marriage connections which should
unite England with this coming power. With
Ferdinand he negotiated a treaty whereby Arthur,
Prince of Wales, married Katherine of Spain (1501).
The young husband died within a year of the wed-
ding, and a serious quarrel occurred between the two
kings. Ferdinand demanded that the dowry should
be refunded ; Henry claimed the balance due, and in
order to secure the money, even proposed to man*}'
his daughter-in-law, while he revenged himself upon
her father by keeping her in a condition of the
utmost poverty. Eventually, an agreement was
arranged, and a papal dispensation was obtained to
enable Katherine to marry her brother-in-law, Henry,
Duke of York. This marriage, which was destined
to have most important results, was not actually
celebrated until after the king's death.

Meanwhile the death of Elizabeth of York took
place, and Henry availed himself of his freedom to
seek eagerly for a second wife. An accident, of
which he took a somewhat unscrupulous acl-